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Ole&#146; Grandma Cambell was said to be able to plow fields quicker with her two mules than any man on a tractor. She raised 29 children  - even making the clothes from flour sacks. Out of that hard scramble existence rose a young girl, Frances, who had that same drive, stick-to-it-ness and ability to pull her share of the load. 

Frances was born in Winchester, Tennessee on January 28, 1923. She was one of many cherished kids that her maternal grandmother raised in the "bottoms". This area of Tennessee was both poor and physically low - the homes were built on poles to stay above the rising river water. While Frances was settling into a southern country life, the world was changing fast. Hitler and his Nazi party seized Munich, but were finally arrested. The brilliant painter Pablo Picasso painted four famous paintings that year and Robert Frost penned "Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening". There was a lot of literature, art and political drama on the world stage, but that didn’t matter much to a young girl working hard to survive. 

At the tender time of only the third grade, Frances left school and went to work as a cook for the Lynch family. This was a skill she mastered early on and used often in her life. From a young age she learned to work hard but had a zest for life too. She loved to fish, listen to country music and to dance. One magical night, when she was only 17- years- old, the pretty Frances attended a dance at the Camp Forest Army Base. George Larson, 18, was smitten. They married shortly after on December 14, 1941 in Dade County, Georgia. This happy union occurred only seven days after the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. At this time, the United States was getting dragged into WWII, Frank Sinatra was crooning his way to stardom and "Citizen Kane" first showed.

Frances and George moved to Fort Sill in Oklahoma in 1945 and two years later traveled up to Ganges, Michigan, where George’s parents lived. Frances stayed on and her husband continued his military service. In the early 1950’s life settled down for the couple. George came back and the Larson’s moved into the family resort in Glenn. The whole gang, including their five kids, pitched in to run the resort which overlooked beautiful Lake Michigan. 

Frances raised her family, loved her husband and worked hard. She made true and life long friends. She had a sense of humor and just smiled when her husband called her "Frances the Talking Mule"- because she was hard-headed and stubborn. She even took it with a grain of salt when she had a finger cut-off and reattached in a factory work accident. 

After Frances’ last job as a cook at Billy’s Boat House in Saugatuck, her life took a more leisurely turn. She moved back to Tennessee to be with her son William, who became her full-time caregiver. Frances delighted in traveling with William to visit places all over the world. 

Although Frances started out in life with hard beginnings, she never wavered. She was born and raised strong like Grandma Cambell. She loved her family and made life-long friends. Her needs were simple: a little Ricky Nelson on the radio, some good Chinese food for dinner and a few hours on the riverbank with a fishing pole. Throughout her life she never lost that sparkle of a young southern girl inside. 

Frances passed away on Tuesday August 12, 2003. She is preceded in death by her husband George Larson. She is survived by her children Janet Holden of Florida, William Larson of Tennessee, Peggy and Mike Villwock of Laramie, Wyoming, Elizabeth and James Hornbrook of Hesperia, MI, and Lu Etta Klifman of Mill Springs, NC. She has 13 grandchildren and 15 great grandchildren. She leaves her sisters and brother: Virginia Wiggs of Maryland, Hazel Tucker of Fennville, Sally Rittenberry of Clarksville, TN, Ray (Joann) Gill of Clarksville, TN, Polly Gill of Clarksville, TN. She also has many nieces and nephews and her two close friends, Alice and Bob Wood. 

Services will be held at 11 a.m. on Monday at The Saugatuck Chapel, Dykstra Funeral Homes, 520 Lake Street, Saugatuck with Fr. Corwin Stoppel officiating. Burial will be at Riverside Cemetery in Saugatuck. Visiting hours are from 7 p.m.  -  9 p.m. on Sunday at the funeral home. Memorials may be made to the American Heart Association. To read Frances’ complete life story, share a memory, send flowers, or make a memorial contribution to the American Heart Association, please visit her personal web page at www.lifestorynet.com. 

As the poet of her day wrote, "I have miles to go before I sleep", Frances traveled those miles heartily, with love and much hard work. And now, she may rest, knowing her work is done. 
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